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When journalism studies began at the University of
Queensland 75 years ago, they comprised the first cer-
tificated tertiary course in Australia. Initially, journal-
ism studies focused, however, on anything but
journalism. They were for journalists rather than about
journalism, despite the fact that they resulted from an
initiative of journalists. The evolution of journalism
studies from diploma to degree at the University of
Queensland is traced in this paper.
T
ERTIARY journalism education in Australia had ad-
vanced little in nearly half a century — or so it seemed
when the Arbitration Commissioners who made the 1967
Journalists’ Award defined their expectations of journalism
training and education. “In our view, the qualifications required
today are a good secondary education, a cadetship training, and
the necessary personal attributes such as accuracy, capacity to
observe and report, and a proper standard of ethics.” Professor
Colin Roderick, co-editor of The Journalist’s Craft, remarked that
the problems facing the young journalist who possessed only
such equipment were “magnified to the point of despair”. The
Commissioners had not set their sights high enough, Roderick
told a seminar of journalists and educators in Townsville in 1968.
He quoted an eminent American mass communications educa-
tor, Dr Gerhart Wiebe, on two major points. Because journalism
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constituted, in a sense, the nervous system of society, playing an
important role in coordinating the parts of the body politic, the
process of informing citizens about society was too important to
be left to chance. Training was all the more valuable when build-
ing on advanced education. “I think there is actually a danger in
turning out facile technicians who are otherwise poorly edu-
cated,” Dr Wiebe said in a letter to Professor Roderick (Founda-
tion for Literary Studies 1970, pp.30-32). In the twenties and
thirties four Australian universities, namely Queensland, Mel-
bourne, Western Australia and Sydney, introduced journalism
diploma courses, but courses at only the first two named institu-
tions had survived by 1964, and Melbourne subsequently closed
(Hudson 1964, p.34).
How did they begin? Immediately after the close of World
War I, Australian journalists who hoped to raise journalism to
the status of a profession with professional ethics and income
levels saw a university course as a means to achieve their object
(Lloyd 1985, p.163). The report of a commission of inquiry estab-
lished in 1917 was endorsed by the Central Committee of the
Australian Journalists’ Association in 1919. Briefly, it recom-
mended that each university should establish a degree or di-
ploma course which would be composed mainly of arts subjects
but have a professional component; practical work in journalism
would be a prerequisite to the degree. Few journalists, however,
had matriculation and the cooperation of employers was needed
to facilitate part-time study. The University of Western Australia
introduced short courses for journalists in 1919. The Vice-Chan-
cellor, Edward Shann, explained (1921):
As a result of conferences with the AJA representatives in 1918, we
confined our attention to the provision of classes for journalists in or-
dinary university subjects, but not in journalism . . . No examinations
have hitherto been held, nor do I anticipate that anything in the nature
of a Diploma course will be established. The system with us is compa-
rable to the tutorial classes of the W.E.A. [Workers’ Educational Asso-
ciation] rather than to Diploma or Degree work.
On 11 March 1920 the president of the Queensland Branch of the
Australian Journalists’ Association, F.J. Bryan, wrote to the Reg-
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istrar of the University of Queensland asking him to lay before
the meeting of the Senate the next day a request to give the edu-
cation sub-committee of the Australian Journalists Association
“an early opportunity of submitting certain proposals regarding
a scheme for the higher education of journalists”. Bryan sug-
gested that the Senate appoint a delegation to meet the five-man
AJA sub-committee, which he chaired, for a preliminary discus-
sion. Bryan’s letter helped initiate 75 years ago the first tertiary
journalism qualification in Australia: the Diploma for Journalism
at the University of Queensland.
Tertiary journalism studies in Australia began as studies for
journalists, rather than studies in, or of, journalism. They focused
on English, history, politics and economics. This occurred de-
spite a Queensland AJA proposal, on 17 June 1920, of a list of
topics for “suggested lectures in journalism” — including his-
tory of British journalism; history of Australian journalism; law
of libel; meaning of ‘news’ and news values; headlines, para-
graphing and summarising; relations of a newspaper to the pub-
lic; treatment of foreign news; general organisation of a
newspaper office; policies, methods and style of the world’s
greatest newspapers; the use of books of reference; interviewing;
book reviewing; proof reading”. The AJA said this list could eas-
ily be expanded to cover 20 lectures and comprise a subject to be
added to the four proposed by the Arts Faculty (F. Bryan 1920).
The first lesson University taught the journalists was one in
bureaucracy. The Senate referred Bryan’s March 1920 letter to its
Education Committee which, on 6 April, referred it to the Fac-
ulty of Arts, asking it: to meet the AJA sub-committee; to report
back to the Education Committee on some of the suggestions in
the letter; and to obtain information on degrees in journalism to
lay before the Senate. The wheels did, however, move reason-
ably swiftly for the Arts Faculty met the AJA sub-committee in
May. On 22 May the Registrar sent the AJA copies of the pro-
posal which the Faculty had drawn up “in regard to a Diploma
in Journalism for non-matriculated students”. Discussions and
negotiations continued into mid-1921.
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On 17 September 1921, after the Cabinet approval had been
obtained, the Statute relating to the Diploma for Journalism was
gazetted. The first intake of students included the editor of the
Daily Mail, William Farmer-Whyte, who had been a member of
the AJA sub-committee that liaised with the university about es-
tablishing the course. Farmer-Whyte had also been regarded as
the architect of the recommendations framed by the federal com-
mission of inquiry and was Daily Mail editor, 1918-21; and Daily
Telegraph editor, Sydney, 1921-23. That first intake comprised
three students, each of whom paid a £1 ($2) fee and two of whom
sat their first examinations in November 1921. Candidates for the
diploma had to fulfil two requirements: they had to be matricu-
lated students of the Faculty of Arts, or have had at least three
years’ practical experience of journalism; and they had to attend
a course of study which was to extend over two academic years
and comprise four single subjects selected from subjects to be
studied for the Bachelor of Arts pass degree. Daniel Quillinan
was the first candidate to complete all the requirements toward a
Diploma for Journalism at the university. He did so in March
1923 and in 1925-26 he served as president of the Queensland
branch of the AJA (UQA S150, Vol. 4; Sparrow 1960, p.155).
The focus on studies for journalists — rather than in journal-
ism — continued until 1934 when the requirements for the Di-
ploma for Journalism were completely revised and a Diploma in
Journalism was established. The subjects “embraced” were Eng-
lish, economic history or plain history, economics, and journal-
ism subjects dealing with the history and law of journalism and
techniques of journalism, such as reporting, proof-reading, para-
graph writing, department routine, etc. (Progress Report of the
Committee appointed by the Senate to advise on the Question of
Extending the Scheme of Studies for the Diploma of Journalism,
October 1934, UQA S130, 1911-1966). The new course was first
taught in 1935, with previous entry requirements being widened
to allow newspaper cadets to be accepted. After 1936 the Di-
ploma for Journalism was not awarded (Report of the Senate,
UQ, 1920; Calendar of the University of Queensland for the Year
1923). At the close of 1934 the university began requiring the vis-
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iting lecturers to provide suitable summaries of lectures for pre-
sentation as notes to external students, but it was not until 1937
that the number of inquiries for studying Journalism externally
led to the subjects actually being taught in that mode (Report of
Sub-committee, Diploma in Journalism, 1934; Minutes of Com-
mittee, Diploma in Journalism, 1937).
The new focus brought in many professionals from the indus-
try to share their expertise with the students. They included the
distinguished journalists, Reginald Spencer Browne and Clem
Lack, Queensland Newspapers Pty Ltd boss Norman White, the
general manager of the Telegraph, W.H. Cummins, and the prin-
cipal of a major process engraving firm bearing his name, S.A.
Best. In 1951 the lecturers in Journalism A included Courier-Mail
editor Theodor Bray, and two other prominent Queensland
Newspapers executives of the future, Colin Bednall and Keith
McDonald. The 1957 external enrolment of 20 students for the
Diploma in Journalism included eight from Brisbane, six from
Queensland country towns, such as Stanthorpe and Winton, and
six from interstate. Five other students had enrolled but cancel-
led before the end of the year.
The sixties was a decade of discussion and change for journal-
ism studies at the university. Revisions were discussed in
1961-62 by the Journalism Advisory Committee (JAC). External
circumstances affected the course when, in 1964, the Murray
Committee, the Australian Universities Commission and the
Martin Committee in turn advanced opinions that subgraduate
diplomas should be eliminated from Australian universities. The
JAC set about examining proposals for a degree course and rec-
ommended 1968 as the target for the introduction of a full-scale
journalism degree course to replace the long-standing diploma
in journalism. (The Journalist 1966, p.8). Meanwhile, on 22 March
1965, the Dean of Arts informed the Faculty Board meeting that
“it had been approved in principle that the Diploma in Journal-
ism be abolished”. After 1968, no new enrolments were accepted
in the diploma. On 11 and 12 May 1968 a national conference on
the education and training of journalists was held at the Univer-
sity College of Townsville, a conference which became the pre-
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cursor to the introduction of journalism courses to the emerging
colleges of advanced education. Henry Mayer concluded (1965,
p.38) that diploma studies in journalism “must be considered an
unredeemed failure”. He regarded the wastage rate of 91 per
cent — between 1950-60 there were 285 enrolments in Mel-
bourne and Brisbane and only 25 graduations — as “incredible”.
Ten of those 25 graduations were from the University of
Queensland, from a total of 153 enrolled students (Hudson 1964,
p.35). In 1962 most journalists employed on provincial dailies
throughout had no more than an Intermediate Certificate level
education (the equivalent of Year 10 today). Half the editors sur-
veyed were in the same boat.
Table 1: From diploma to degree: a chronology of Journalism
studies at the University of Queensland, 1921-1971
1921 First enrolment (3) in Diploma for Journalism; students
sit first examination in November
1923 Daniel Quillinan becomes first student to obtain a Di-
ploma for Journalism.
1935 Journalism subjects introduced into the diploma.
1937 Journalism subjects taught externally for first time.
1964 Journalism subjects upgraded to full unit status with
54 lectures a year plus five assignments
1965 Decision taken at Faculty level to abolish Diploma in
Journalism.
1968 Final year in which enrolments were accepted for the
diploma.
1971 First enrolment for units leading to a Journalism major
within the Bachelor of Arts degree. First Senior Lec-
turer in Journalism appointed.
From 1968 to the beginning of 1970, journalism studies at the
University of Queensland experienced a great deal of uncer-
tainty. The main issue was finance. After discussion, Brisbane’s
daily newspapers agreed to support the course on the basis of
providing $400 for each cadet journalist enrolled each year for
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four years after which the University would take over com-
pletely the cost of running the courses. The university agreed to
meet any increases in costs in the first four years. It was agreed
that it was not possible at that stage to offer a separate Journal-
ism degree and that the Journalism units should be offered as
part of a Bachelor of Arts degree. Three units of Journalism
would be incorporated in the Bachelor of Arts degree and also in
the degree courses in the Faculty of Commerce and Economics.
Apart from changes in the titles and content of the two Journal-
ism units, the third unit in the major would be Communication
and Public Opinion. With the appointment in April 1971 of R.G.
Deakin as senior lecturer, Journalism became a major within the
BA degree and was taught from the Department of Government
rather than English. Deakin chose this alliance because Commu-
nication and Public Opinion was taught by Government lectur-
ers.
Throughout Australia the seventies and eighties can now be
seen as the period when tertiary journalism education at last
took hold, with colleges of advanced education — at, for in-
stance, Toowoomba, Rockhampton, Bathurst, Sydney, Mel-
bourne, Perth, Canberra and Adelaide — making such courses
far more widespread. The competition from the CAEs placed
greater pressure on the universities to upgrade journalism
courses. At the University of Queensland, the journalism teach-
ing program was expanded to include a double arts major in
1983, an honours program in 1988 and the master of journalism
in 1990 (University News, 1990: p.5). The University created Aus-
tralia’s first chair in journalism in 1989. After 20 years of being
under the wing of the Department of Government, Journalism
became a separate Department at the University of Queensland
from 1 January 1991. It was another Australian first.
Conclusion
The University of Queensland established Australia’s first
tertiary journalism qualification in 1921 and has maintained its
involvement in journalism education over 75 years. Initially, stu-
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dents enrolled in subjects which journalists believe they should
know more about: English, history, politics and economics. It
was only in 1934 that the subjects range was broadened to in-
clude studies in journalism, covering, for example, legal and eth-
ical issues. For the first 50 years journalism studies struggled for
acceptance and for financial backing, and the percentage of stu-
dents earning a diploma was low. The diploma was abolished in
1965 and a journalism major was introduced in the Bachelor of
Arts degree from 1971. The University created Australia’s first
chair in journalism in 1989 and the first department of journal-
ism in 1991.
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